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SNAP IN SCHOOLS Key Messages and Resources
Key messages to note: 
“What is SNAP IN SCHOOLS?” 
· [bookmark: _Hlk177719425]In collaboration with the VDSS and the VDOE, the purpose is to bridge the food insecurity gap among school-age children across the Commonwealth. The goal is to increase participation in the SNAP for school-age children through partnerships with the VDOE and local education agencies. 
“What is SNAP?”
· SNAP provides nutrition benefits to supplement the food budget of families so they can purchase healthy food options to enjoy at home. 
“How do I know if I am eligible for SNAP?”
· SNAP benefits are calculated based on household size, income, expenses, and other nonfinancial criteria. 
“Where/how do I apply for SNAP benefits?”
· Families are encouraged to visit CommonHelp.virginia.gov to check their eligibility and apply online. 
Shareable Assets for School Food Authorities
The following shareable assets will assist SFAs in spreading the word about SNAP IN SCHOOLS and how it can benefit families in their respective divisions. Digital and print materials will be available in English, Spanish, and additional languages upon request. School divisions are encouraged to use and share the following with community partners, school liaisons, or other staff members.
Flyer: 
· The flyers are available in SNPWeb Download Forms. School divisions can print copies of the flyer to be displayed in areas where parents frequent (examples include the main office, guidance counselor’s office, and community centers).
Sample IVR Copy:  
· “We are excited to announce that the Virginia Department of Social Services in collaboration with the Virginia Department of Education has initiated SNAP in Schools outreach to students in _____ County.  To learn more or apply, please visit www.commonhelp.virginia.gov/ or call (833)552-5582.”  
Sample Text Message Copy:  
· “Exciting news! SNAP in Schools outreach has begun at ________. The Virginia Department of Social Services in collaboration with the Virginia Department of Education is working to ensure every eligible student has access to nutritious foods for better learning. Apply today by visiting www.commonhelp.virginia.gov/ or call (833)552-5582.” 
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