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Deadline
Friday, August 16, 2024
Notification of Acceptance
Early September 2024
Submit to:
Kiara.Christian@doe.virginia.gov

Introduction
Thank you for offering to share your time and expertise at the 2024 Virginia Farm to School and School Nutrition Programs Directors' Conference. The conference, which is hosted by the Virginia Department of Education, Office of School and Community Nutrition Programs (VDOE-SCNP), offers an opportunity for school nutrition directors, educators, producers, nonprofits, and other farm to school stakeholders from across the Commonwealth to gather for professional development, networking, and inspiration. 
The 2.5-day event includes two separate conferences plus pre-conference activities and a networking reception. The Virginia Farm to School Conference day is open to the public, and all Virginia farm to school stakeholders are encouraged to attend. The School Nutrition Programs Directors’ Conference day includes all Virginia School Nutrition Directors and is not open to the public.
Each conference includes two general sessions and numerous breakout sessions. Each breakout session is 60 minutes long and many repeat throughout the day. Up to 50 attendees are expected at each breakout session. Previous Virginia Farm to School Conference breakout session topics included local procurement, school gardens, and nutrition and agriculture education. Previous Directors' Conference breakout session topics included regulation and policy updates, scratch cooking, local procurement, student inspired meals, nutrition education, salad bars, financial management, and more. 
Conference Theme
2024 Virginia Farm to School and Directors’ Conference: Growing Leaders, Cultivating Innovation
The 2024 Conference Committees invite you to submit a proposal for a 60-minute breakout session in one of the following formats. Breakout sessions may include presentations, panel discussions, or workshops. 
· Presentation: includes one or more speakers presenting information to the audience via a PowerPoint presentation. Note: Conference committees may combine session applicants with other speakers if the presentation topics closely align.
· Panel discussion: includes a moderator and 3-4 speakers who engage in discussion on one or more topics. PowerPoint presentations are not required.
· Workshop: includes presentations with interactive activities for attendees. 
Farm to School Conference
The 2024 Virginia Farm to School Conference will be held on October 29, 2024, at the Hotel Madison in Harrisonburg, Virginia.
The Committee is seeking proposals for 60-minute breakout sessions in the following topic areas:
· Building Farm to School Connections with:
· School Nutrition Programs
· Local Farms
· School Gardens
· Career and Technical Education (CTE) Programs
· Farmers Markets
· Virginia Cooperative Extension and/or Community Organizations
· Nutrition and Agriculture Education
· Virginia Food for Virginia Kids
· Scratch Cooking with Virginia Grown and Raised Ingredients
· Local Procurement
· Student Inspired Menus and/or Student Involvement in Menu Development
· Workforce Development Programs
· Virginia Harvest of the Month
Directors' Conference
The 2024 School Nutrition Programs Directors' Conference will be held on October 30, 2024, at the Hotel Madison in Harrisonburg, Virginia.
The Committee is seeking proposals for 60-minute breakout sessions in the following topic areas:
· Back to Basics (i.e., Menu Development, Procurement, and/or Scratch Cooking 101)
· Marketing and Food Photography
· Integrating Students in School Nutrition Programs Promotion and Recipe Development
· Team Building and Increasing Staff Morale
· Partnering with Outside, Parent, and/or Community Organizations to Increase Inclusivity in School Nutrition Programs
· Integrating Nutrition Education into the Curriculum
· The Final Rule

Submitting Your Proposal
Please complete the following application in full for your proposal to be considered. Proposals will not be reviewed if any fields are left blank. 
Proposals must be submitted via email to Kiara.Christian@doe.virginia.gov by August 16, 2024, and include the information requested in the Proposal Template (Attachment B). Proposals submitted after this deadline will not be considered. 
Proposals should not include any overt solicitation on behalf of any individual, vendor, product, organization, or any commercial activity.
If your proposal is accepted, please note that you agree to provide your head shot, bio, session outline, and session presentation by the prescribed deadlines.
Proposal Review Process
All proposals are reviewed and approved by the 2024 Conference Committees, which includes VDOE-SCNP team members and other content area experts. 
Proposal Acceptance Notification and Next Steps
The VDOE-SCNP will notify applicants of the status of their proposals (accepted or declined) by early September. Once a proposal is accepted, a VDOE-SCNP team member will reach out to the presenters listed to schedule an initial planning meeting. 
Travel and Conference Registration
All presenters are required to register for the conference. Registration is free; however, all other costs associated with attending the conference (i.e., travel, lodging, etc.) are the responsibility of the individual presenters. Presenters may be eligible for a $500 honorarium upon conclusion of the conference to assist with these costs. Please note that paperwork is required to receive the honorarium and individuals who request the honorarium should expect to receive funds after the conference concludes.
Contact Us
For questions regarding the Virginia Farm to School Conference, please contact Bee Thorp at Brittany.Thorp@doe.virginia.gov. For questions regarding the Directors' Conference, please contact Kelly Shomo at Kelly.Shomo@doe.virginia.gov. 
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