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On Today’s Agenda
I. Overview

I. Background on ETS

II. Praxis Tests

III. Testing Development Process

IV. Standard Setting Study Process

V. Adoption Process

II. Praxis Social Studies 5581

I. Test Summary Changes

II. Study Companion/Test At A Glance Details

III. Multi-State Study Information

III. Open Discussion on Test Appropriateness and Score 
Setting

IV. Q&A



OVERVIEW



BACKGROUND ON ETS
• Non-profit organization, founded in 1947; 

combined ACE, Carnegie Foundation and 
College Entrance Examination Board

• Mission: advance quality and equity in 
education for all people worldwide

• ETS develops, administers, and scores 
• 50+million assessments in 
• 180 countries at over 
• 9,000  locations worldwide



THE PRAXIS PROGRAM

Supporter of educators on their career journey

Provider of tools that allow teaching 
professionals to succeed in their careers

Partner in solving your most pressing educator 
shortages



• Praxis is a battery of tests used by 40+ states 
and territories as one of a number of 
requirements to be met for eligibility for an 
initial teaching license, which is granted by 
the state or territory

• Praxis® Core Academic Skills for Educators 
(Core) is used for admission to an EPP, to 
meet licensure requirements, or serve as a 
diagnostic test for EPPs

• 90+ subject-area tests answerable to states’ 
licensure areas

WHAT IS PRAXIS®?



THE PRAXIS SERIES TEST 
DEVELOPMENT PROCESS



STANDARD SETTING PROCESS
• Practitioner panel

• Training provided

• Practitioners’ judgments about 
content relevance and recommended 
passing score collected

• Results are reported to the state



STATE ADOPTION 
PROCESS

Test reviews

Study Report reviewed 

Available data reviewed

Department/Agency makes recommendation to the State Board of 
Education/Professional Standards Board

Board approves use of test and sets passing score

Department/Agency notifies IHEs/EPPs



Social Studies 5581



5581 TEST SUMMARY 
CHANGES

Redesign
• Created as a redesign of the existing 5081 

Social Studies Content Knowledge assessment
• Modernizes the approaches, content, and 

standards used for the assessment to ensure 
that teacher candidates can better serve the 
needs of diverse students

• Includes content that is more representative of 
the experiences of diverse groups, more recent 
historical events and movements

• Better aligns to standards that are now 
available



5581 TEST SUMMARY 
CHANGES

Test Structure Enhancements
• Item total of the test has increased from 120 

multiple choice items to 140 multiple items.
• Total allotted testing time has increased from 

120 minutes to 150 minutes.
• The assessment no longer includes a behavioral 

science section.
• The U.S. History and World History sections 

include more recent historical events and 
movement to better match the knowledge 
expectations for teachers.

• The Civics section assesses more knowledge 
about active civic participation.



5581 TEST SUMMARY 
CHANGES

Standards
• Aligns to the National Curriculum Standards for 

Social Studies
• National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 

(National Council for the Social Studies)
• College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for 

Social Studies State Standards, National Council for 
the Social Studies

• Voluntary National Content Standards in 
Economics, Council for Economic Education

• National Geography Standards 2nd Edition, 
National Council for Geographic Education

• National Standards for History, UCLA History Public 
History Initiative



5581 TEST SUMMARY CHANGES



5581 Test-at-a-Glance



5581 Test-at-a-Glance



SOCIAL STUDIES 5581
(MULTI-STATE STUDY INFORMATION)

• Convened in February 2024 in Princeton, NJ

• Panelists from 11 states and Washington, DC

• Neighboring state participation: DE, KY, MD, NC, NJ, Wash DC.

• 14 Panelists total

• Recommended Passing Scores: 74 out of 120 raw score points. 74 
represents a score of 153 (score range 100-200 scale).

• Note on 5081:

• Current test used by 31 states and territories
• VA’s cut score is 161
• Two states’ cut scores are above VA (CT/RI-162); all others are 

below VA’s score



SOCIAL STUDIES 5081 – CURRENT DATA

Test Name: 5081 Social Studies: Content Knowledge 
State/Agency/Institution: All Test Takers, Virginia State Department of Education 

- DI, Virginia State Department of Education - AI 
Administration Date Range: SEP-2018 to AUG-2023 

Variable: Total 
Test Taker Attempts: Highest Score

Administration Date State/Agency/Institutio
n

Total

N # Passing Percent Passing

SEP-2018 to AUG-2023 All Test Takers 22134 14777 66.76
SEP-2018 to AUG-2023 Virginia State 

Department of 
Education - DI

2868 2368 82.57

SEP-2018 to AUG-2023 Virginia State 
Department of 
Education - AI

2173 1818 83.66



SOCIAL STUDIES 5581 MULTI-STATE DATA



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS



THANK YOU!

Malik McKinley
mmckinley@ets.org

mailto:mmckinley@ets.org
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