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Executive Summary: 
The College Partnership Laboratory Schools Standing Committee (Standing Committee) of the Board of Education (Board) met on June 5, 2023. Material for the meeting can be found on the Standing Committee webpage.

The Standing Committee conducted the First Review of the College Partnership Laboratory School Application from Southside Virginia Community College and Mecklenburg County Public Schools (“SVCC Applicants”). Applicant representatives from the college (Dr. Chad Patton), the school division (Mr. Paul Nichols), as well as representative from Mecklenburg County economic development and employees of local industry were present at the meeting. The SVCC Applicant group provided Mecklenburg County historical perspectives on career opportunities in the county, as well as overall objectives for the Southern Virginia Career Academy Lab School.

Dr. Raley opened the First Review of the SVCC Applicant’s Laboratory School Application process by introducing the VDOE’s SVCC Laboratory School Completeness and Compliance Report. The Standing Committee then commenced a question-and-answer session with the Applicant representatives to gain insight into three areas of the Application requiring supplementary description:

1. School sustainability modeling criteria beyond the initial grant funding;
2. Student and parent engagement methodologies, student eligibility and ongoing management criteria and systems and/or programs to ensure student privacy; and 
3. Parent/family engagement methodologies. 

The SVCC Applicants provided detailed information and insight to the Standing Committee through a robust exchange of questions and substantive responses. The Standing Committee approved First Review of the SVCC Application and noted the public comment posting could occur. The Standing Committee requested the Applicants prepare for Second Review at a special interim Standing Committee Meeting scheduled for July 7, 2023.

The Standing Committee conducted the First Review of the College Partnership Laboratory School Application from Virginia Commonwealth University and CodeRVA School (“VCU Applicants”).  Applicant representatives from the college (Dr. Kim McKnight), CodeRVA school (Dr. Kume Goranson), provided detailed information on VCU’s Richmond Teacher Residency undergraduate and graduate teacher preparation program and CodeRVA’s personalized, integrated, and applied learning objectives. 

Dr. Raley opened the First Review of the VCU Applicant’s Laboratory School Application process by introducing the VDOE’s VCU Laboratory School Application Completeness and Compliance Report. The Standing Committee then commenced a question-and-answer session with the Applicants to gain insight into an area of the Application requiring supplementary description:

1. Parent/family engagement methodologies across school districts

The VCU Applicants provided detailed information and insight to the Standing Committee through a robust exchange of questions and information. The Standing Committee approved First Review of the VCU Application and noted the public comment posting could occur. The Standing Committee requested the Applicants prepare for Second Review to occur at a special interim Standing Committee Meeting scheduled for July 7, 2023.
 
The Standing Committee considered revisions to the original Lab School Application which was approved by the Board on July 26, 2012, and updated August 31, 2022 (updated for date restrictions only). Individuals from the VDOE Subject Matter Expert team provided comments and edits to the August 31, 2022, document. The Application Revision reflects the process the Standing Committee is building for a transparent, quality implementation of each Laboratory School. The overall goal of the revisions is minimizing the burden upon Applicants for multiple touch points with the VDOE and provide the Applicants with an initial opportunity to provide quality, detailed responses to the Standing Committee. Examples of the Application revisions include ownership and functional operation of the proposed school building, methods of innovative learning and course of study integrations, assessments and performance measures aligned with state standards, governance structures, and detailed financial disclosure requirements. The Standing Committee accepted First Review of this Lab School Application Revision document. The document is pending additional review by VDOE. 

Dr. Raley offered a presentation entitled “Learning Pathways in Virginia: A Historical Perspective” and provided the Standing Committee with a recap of the May 3 Innovation Incubator.  
 
Dr. Albon provided an update of the approved College Partnership Laboratory School Planning Grants. Roanoke College was recently awarded a planning grant in partnership with Salem City Schools. 

Mrs. Wodiska obtained consensus for the scheduling of an interim Standing Committee meeting for July 7, 2023, for Final Review of the SVCC and VCU Applications and noted the July 31, 2023, meeting will remain on the Standing Committee schedule.  

There was one constituent present for the Public Comment on Non-Agenda Meetings who expressed interest in creating a school in Emporia. A VDOE representative provide the constituent with advice and direction on the inquiry. 

VDOE staff will update the Standing Committee on progress and suggestions at the next meeting on July 7, 2023. 

The Standing Committee expresses its gratitude to the Board for the opportunity to collaborate on this important and exciting initiative in Virginia education. 
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Background Information and Statutory Authority:
[bookmark: _4l4a85n09u6]Subsection A of § 22.1-349.6 of the Code of Virginia states, in part, that “[t]he Board shall establish procedures for receiving, reviewing, and ruling upon applications and shall make a copy of any such procedures available to all interested parties upon request. . . . The Board’s review procedures shall establish a review committee that may include experts with the operation of similar schools located in other states.”
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