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Government and Kings

Unlike Greece and Rome, Maliwas ruled by aking. In Mali, a king was called a mansa.
These powerful kings controlled the trade in West Africa.

| As aresult, the kings became rich. There were two
famous kings in Mali: Sundiata and Mansa Musa. Both
kings raised taxes, encouraged education and trade,
and helped to teach their people to grow better crops.

Sundiatawas the king who began the Mali Empire.
' His name means “Hungering Lion”. Much like the Disney
movie The Lion King, Sundiata was the son of a king and
- was bormn with a weak leg, so people thought he would
be aweak king. He left the kingdom after his father was killed. He came back years later
and restored Mail.
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Sundiatawas a greaf leader. He brought money and power o Mali by controlling the
trade routes in the area. He conquered many lands, but allowed the defeated kings to
continue ruling if they paid taxes to Sundiata. He also improved the farming practices that
helped people grow more food.
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Mansa Musa became the king of Mali in 1307. Under Mansa Musa’s rule, the Mali
Empire became a prosperous, rich kingdom. Mansa Musa ordered that

A taxes be paid on all gold that was traded. The city of Timbuktuwas in

“ = the center of trade.

" = In1324, Mansa Musa left Ml -
L.~ and traveled east across Africa. 5(‘ ‘
He took 60,000 people and 80
camels that caried 2 tons of gold. During his trip, P&
Musa gave away sacks of gold to the poor that he
met. He traded his gold for new clothing, scrolls, 4 7
food, and other goods. It took him 6,000 miles round gy
trip. When he retumed, he brought back people LA
who were architects and teachers who helped

Timbuktu become a famous center for learming.
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