
Through the Eyes of Nellie Bly	Comment by VITA Program: When selecting a text to use for instruction, it is important to determine a purpose for reading the passage. Setting the purpose will focus on either:
Identifying the skills that will be introduced or reviewed for reading comprehension and then ensuring the passage supports the identified skills; or
Selecting a passage and then determining the skills that could be introduced or reviewed throughout the reading. 
The purpose of this nonfiction text is to support the introduction and review of the skills:
Using context to determine meaning, 
Comparing and contrasting details between texts, 
Using text features to predict and categorize information, 
Identifying cause and effect relationships	Comment by VITA Program: This passage provides text features, such as headings and a title. These features will allow for comprehension questions focused on the purpose of the text features, such as predicting alternate headings and suggesting the addition of graphics or other text features that could be used within the article. Class discussion could be focused on why the author used the text features to aid comprehension, etc.	Comment by VITA Program: Questions to support analysis of text features might include:
What does the title reveal about the passage?
What can the reader predict based on the title?
Based on the heading [insert heading], what can the reader predict about this section?	Comment by VITA Program: Once the text has been selected, it is important to “set the stage” for students by giving them some background information and asking guiding questions. Examples for background information and guiding questions might include telling the students that the text is a work of nonfiction and asking what that means, discussing who/what the passage will be about, and giving some ideas of what to look for while reading this passage. 
Some guiding questions might be:
What do we already know about nonfiction? 
How will what we know about nonfiction help us read and understand this text? 
What should we expect to see in this text?
1  When Nellie Bly returned to New York City in 1890, a celebration greeted her. She had been gone for 72 days. In those 72 days she had traveled by boat, train, and horseback. When she completed this amazing journey, she held the new record for the fastest trip around the world. For Nellie Bly, it was just another day at work.
2  Bly enjoyed challenges. In fact, her job as a journalist was about facing new challenges all the time. A newspaper, The New York World, had planned her trip around the world. From Europe to Africa to Asia, Bly wrote about what she saw. Readers across the United States eagerly waited for each report. Would she beat the record for fastest trip? What did she think about the sights and sounds of faraway places? Had she ever become lost? The paper even ran a game for readers to guess the exact time that Bly would return. Everyone wanted to read about the famous Nellie Bly.	Comment by VITA Program: Sometimes there are words or phrases in one passage that can have the meaning clarified using context from the second passage. Please see the note by stanza 9 of the poem for an example such as this. In this example, the word report could have multiple meanings; therefore, it is vital to use context to determine the appropriate meaning. The poem provides context for the correct meaning of the multiple-meaning word report.	Comment by VITA Program: Question to support word analysis:
If the word “report” were changed to [use a synonym or consider using “story” from the poem], how would it change the meaning of the sentence?
What word could replace “report” without changing the meaning of the passage?
Becoming a Reporter
3  Bly’s journey from small-town girl to famous reporter is just as fascinating as her trip around the world. Nellie Bly was born Elizabeth Cochrane in 1864. As a young woman, she helped her family by working in her mother’s boarding house.1 She never thought of being a writer. Then one day she read a newspaper column, and what happened next changed her life.	Comment by VITA Program: The cause and effect example, found in paragraph 3, is important to note. There is a clear connection between the relationship of the events, and the events are vital to understanding how Nellie Bly became a reporter. It is important to model examples like this one with students because the effect is revealed first and the cause second.	Comment by VITA Program: Questions to support cause-effect analysis:
Why does the author draw attention to this detail?
What impact does the newspaper column have on Nellie Bly’s life?  What evidence supports your answer?

4  The column was titled “What Girls Are Good For.” The writer argued that women did not belong in the workplace. As Bly read the article, a wave of anger washed over her. How could the newspaper publish an article so insulting to women? She knew she had to do something, so she put down the newspaper and picked up a pen. She told the editor exactly what she thought about the article. The editor admired her powerful writing. He published Bly’s letter. To Bly’s surprise, the editor also offered her a job.	Comment by VITA Program: Throughout this passage there are opportunities to teach students how context supports determining the meaning of unknown words. For example, insulting means “disrespectful.” When the author writes “a wave of anger washed over her” in paragraph 4, context and meaning is provided for the word “insulting.” 
Other examples of possible unknown words and the context to determine meaning are highlighted throughout this passage. 	Comment by VITA Program: Question to support word analysis:
Why does the author make a point to say “a wave of anger washed over her”? 
What detail reveals the author’s meaning of the word “insulting”?
5  Bly took the job in 1885, becoming a reporter for the Pittsburgh Dispatch. It was then that she decided to write using the name Nellie Bly. When she started, she hoped to write about important social issues of the day. Instead, the paper wanted her to write about topics like gardening. Although Bly was bored, she decided to stay at the paper to learn her craft.
6  After a year, Bly thought she had learned all she could at the Dispatch. She wanted to write about more-interesting topics. She quit her job and went to Mexico, where she wrote about the daily lives and customs of its people. She sold her articles to newspapers in the United States. Sometimes she wrote about the terrible living conditions she saw in some communities. She also wrote about dishonest government officials. This made the officials angry, and they told her to leave. Bly returned to the United States and searched for a job where she could still write about the topics that interested her.

A New Kind of Reporter	Comment by VITA Program: The cause and effect examples found in paragraphs 7-8 are important to note. These paragraphs allow for the modeling of how a cause can become an effect or an effect can become a cause. These paragraphs also show that a cause and effect might not appear in the same paragraph. Additionally, this example would support a discussion on how Nellie Bly has impacted reporting through present day.
Focusing on examples like this will aid in comprehension of the text and allow students to demonstrate understanding of cause and effect.
7  At The New York World, Bly found the perfect job. She became one of the first investigative reporters. Investigative reporters do not rely only on what people say is happening. They investigate issues by trying to find out for themselves what is really happening. Like a police detective, Bly searched for the truth. She followed clues. Like some detectives, she also went undercover. This meant she had to pretend to be someone else. For example, she pretended she wanted work in a factory and applied for a job. After she was hired, she saw for herself the bad working conditions. Then she wrote about what she saw and experienced. Bly’s reports often resulted in action. Her report about the way a hospital treated its patients led to public outrage. New rules were passed so that the hospital had to provide better care.
8  Bly created opportunities for others. Newspapers began to hire women as reporters. More men and women journalists began to adopt Bly’s undercover approach. They, too, wrote stories that led to change. One reporter disguised as a worker learned about problems in the food industry. His reporting led to new laws. The laws protected workers as well as helped ensure that food was safer for people to eat.
9  Many reporters continue to use this style of reporting today. They look for the truth and follow clues. They let the public know what they discover, and at times this leads to positive change. As a reporter, Nellie Bly traveled the world. The example she set helped change the world as well.
1boarding house – a private house where people can rent a room and get meals for a period of time.


Around the World in 72 Days	Comment by VITA Program: After reading the article and the poem, identify how the passages compare and contrast. For example:
Both the author of the article and the speaker of the poem believe that Nellie Bly made a positive impact in many ways. 
Both passages use cause-and-effect relationships to describe how/why Nellie Bly achieved all that she did. 
Understanding that these connections are present allows for the introduction and review of the skill of comparing and contrasting details between text.	Comment by VITA Program: Question to support Compare/Contrast:
What details does the poet use to show Nellie Bly’s positive impact?  How do these details contrast with those included in “Through the Eyes of Nellie Bly”?
How do both texts explain how Nellie Bly’s actions impacted others?	Comment by VITA Program: Once the text has been selected, it is important to “set the stage” for students by giving them some background information and asking guiding questions. Examples for background information and guiding questions might include telling student they are getting ready to read a poem and who the poem is about, discussing what is known about poems, and giving them some ideas of what to look for while reading this poem. 
Some guiding questions might be:
What do we already know about poems? 
How will what we know about poems help us read and understand? 
What should we expect to see in this poem?
If you had read the paper
back in 1889
you’d certainly have learned about
a legend of that time.
 
A daring young reporter
whose name was Nellie Bly
proposed to travel ‘round the world—
she simply had to try!
 
A fabulous adventure	Comment by VITA Program: Lines 9-10 support another example of a cause-and-effect relationship. By understanding this relationship, the student is able to comprehend why Nellie Bly wanted to travel around the world.
did this young woman seek;
to help her paper with its sales
she would write about her feat.	Comment by VITA Program: Throughout the poem there are several opportunities to teach how the context of the text supports determining the meaning of unknown words. For example, feat means “an achievement that requires great courage, skill, or strength.” The speaker of the poem uses the phrase “fabulous adventure,” to provide context for what the unknown word means. 
Other examples of unknown words and the context to determine meaning are highlighted throughout the poem.
 
Her boss was unsupportive,
saying, “Ladies shouldn’t stray
so far from home—all by themselves!”
but Bly would not delay.
 
Big trunks and heavy luggage
she refused to bring
“A dress, a coat, and one small bag—
yes, yes, that’s everything!”
 
She climbed aboard a royal ship
beside a New Jersey pier
and then began her journey
in November of that year.
 
She went from Europe to the Middle East,
Ceylon to Singapore,
Hong Kong and on to Japan
as her readers cried for more.

She traveled on a ship,
a burro, and a train,
and even in a rickshaw
because there was no plane.



Her stories flew by cable	Comment by VITA Program: In paragraph 2 of the article the author writes, “Readers across the United States eagerly waited for each report.” If students did not know which meaning of report is intended, context from stanza 9 of the poem could be used to help determine the meaning. In using context from the poem to understand the word from the article, the student is making connections between texts to support comprehension of unknown words. 
for New York World to print
where they informed the public
of her seventy-two-day sprint.
 
Adventures from around the world
were what she loved to write
to all the readers of the paper
who learned about her sights.
 
When Nellie’s reporting trek was over
in San Francisco she did face
cheering fans and big brass bands
to celebrate her race!

Copyright ©2020 by the Commonwealth of Virginia, Department of Education, P.O. Box 2120, Richmond, Virginia 23218-2120. All rights reserved. Except as permitted by law, this material may not be reproduced or used in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying or recording, or by any information storage or retrieval system, without written permission from the copyright owner. Commonwealth of Virginia public school educators may reproduce any portion of these items for non-commercial educational purposes without requesting permission. All others should direct their written requests to the Virginia Department of Education at the above address or by e-mail to Student_Assessment@doe.virginia.gov.  
