
English Instructional Plan – Grade 9-12
English Instructional Plan – Grades 9-12
Task: Performance Assessment for Comparative Analysis
Choice: Comparative Analysis of Two Texts 
Choose two texts by different authors written during the same period in history from the same geographic location.  What is the social commentary each author is making? Analyze which text makes a stronger social commentary and defend the impact of that commentary and its importance.
Primary Strands: 11.6 Writing and 11.5 Nonfiction 
Integrated Strand/s: 11.2 Media   
[bookmark: _GoBack]                                      11.7 Editing 
                                      11.8 Research 
Although this lesson was used with eleventh graders, it could certainly be adjusted to support similar strands in other grades.                                    
Essential Understanding: 
· recognize that media messages express viewpoints and contain values to influence the beliefs and behaviors of the intended audience
· understand a variety of persuasive techniques and rhetorical devices
· understand the importance of evaluating the intent of the author, which may include misinformation, bias, and unsupported assertions
Essential Knowledge, Skills, and Processes:	
· analyze and critique how media reach the targeted audience for specific purposes
· organize and synthesize information from paired texts while maintaining the intended purpose of each
· analyze how authors use persuasive techniques and rhetorical devices to advance their purpose
· demonstrate comprehension and apply strategies to write about what is read

Primary SOL:	11.6a Apply components of a recursive writing process for multiple purposes to create a focused, organized, and coherent piece of writing to address a specific audience and purpose. 11.6b Produce arguments in writing, developing a thesis that demonstrates knowledgeable judgments, addresses counterclaims, and provides effective conclusions.       11.5f Analyze multiple texts addressing the same topic to determine how authors reach similar or different conclusions.
Reinforced (Related Standard) SOL: 11.2 The student will examine how values and points of view are included or excluded and how media influences beliefs and behaviors. 11.7 The student will self-edit writing for capitalization, punctuation, spelling, sentence structure, paragraphing, and Standard English. 11.8 The student will analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and organize information from a variety of credible resources to produce a research product.


Academic Background/Language:	
Before completing this performance assessment, the students will need to have a working knowledge of the Brown v. Board of Education decision. I made sure to contextualize it by connecting it to VA history. Students also will need to understand the purpose and features of “social commentary.” I did this by discussing social commentary within the same sites, readings,  and videos used to build background knowledge. I emphasized that social commentary is often written in hopes there can be a change or improvement in society. Here are some possible resources to use to do that:
· http://www.lva.virginia.gov/exhibits/brown/index.htm 
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTGHLdr-iak
· https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/retropolis/wp/2018/03/27/the-determined-black-dad-who-took-linda-brown-by-the-hand-and-stepped-into-history/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.e1ab3ea52c68
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OkuiMr2tLJE
Other academic vocabulary to pre-teach: flashback, parallel structure, imagery, introduction and conclusion, quotation marks in context, connotation, rebuttal and counterargument, transition, evidence, expert opinion, statistics, bias, credibility
Other textual vocabulary that need contextualizing: Article one: dazzling, scripture, doctrine, aftermath, brilliantly, key, unanimous court, justices, primacy, revolutions, epochal; Article two: landmark, watershed, reframing, hinge, mandate, dismantle, drive, disenchantment, veteran, life expectancy, disparities, core mission
Materials 
· The two social commentary articles about the same topic as outlined in the task that I used were “Brown v. Board of Education: Few Resolutions Are Ever Truly Complete” by Jon Meacham https://time.com/103002/brown-v-board-of-education-60th-anniversary/ and “How We’re Still Failing, 60 Years After Brown v. Board of Education” by Ronald Brownstein https://www.nationaljournal.com/s/58786 . (Should you want to use another topic and need help finding readings to pair, ask your media specialist librarian.)
· Create a comparison chart, graphic organizer, or other flowchart for students to develop their analysis and guide their decision-making leading up to their essay.
Student/Teacher Actions: What should students be doing? What should teachers be doing?
Days one/two: 
· Frontload the vocabulary with your students’ needs in mind. Struggling readers, including English learners, can benefit from previewing unfamiliar vocabulary before the reading is done. I have listed some of the words I predict could be unfamiliar in a previous section. Frontloading may look different for different classes, but repetition, clear definitions, visuals, and verbally interacting with the words are critical components for students. One website that lists some strategies is https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2017/05/18/top-5-vocab-strategies-ells. 
· You will also need to announce the culminating essay task so they know that they will be choosing which social commentary they think is strongest. Throughout the rest of the reading, keep reminding them that they should be constantly looking at the pieces through that decision-making lens in order to make informed decisions about which they prefer and why. Remind them that annotations will be critical for supporting their analysis. 
· After the vocabulary is frontloaded, students should read each article and annotate along the way. The following bullets outline some decisions to make when fleshing out this task for your lesson. 
· Consider your learners’ reading support needs when deciding how to have them read. Reading can be done in a gradual release, independently, with partners, or as a whole group depending on the needs of your students. After reading and taking notes on the article myself, I chunked the reading and used a gradual release method, modeling the reading, thinking, questioning of the text and annotating on the board at first and then leading them to more independent annotating by the end of the article. 
· Give the students specifics for how and what to annotate based on previous experience and training. Since we had been working on identifying emotional and dramatic words, transitions, and different types of evidence/support in persuasive writing (ethos, logos, and pathos), I designed a quick marking system for students to mark when they saw these elements. I also have them write question marks in the margins when something confuses them. That is how I check for understanding while they are independently reading and annotating. This way students get quick support before moving on even more confused. When lots of kids have the same questions, that is the first thing we share out as a whole class about that section. 
· Based on the pacing of your reading plan, choose when your students need to debrief and you need to check for clarity. After each chunk, I asked guided questions for oral response/discussion. These questions required students to share their annotations and summaries of sections. I pointed out specific elements and we talked through inferences particularly about author’s choices and purpose. I talked about some of the common confusions and questions students had and how they might play out in the later portions. I wrote some annotations on the interactive board too. Students were encouraged to add to their notes about anything we discussed or annotated that they thought was interesting or important to the social commentary. We did this for both articles. 
· After they have completed the reading, annotating and discussing of the two articles, pass out the graphic organizer. Have them write their definition of social commentary on the top as a reminder; they should share their definitions to make sure they have an accurate working definition. Along the way, encourage students to answer according to their own preferences and annotations. As this is the first time my students have written this type of comparative essay, we talked through the steps of the graphic organizer together even when the question/step required independent thought, opinion, reflection and/or choice. That way they understood what the questions were asking. Many times we shared out whole group. Attached is a picture of the graphic organizer I created. For each question/step in the graphic organizer, I will tell you what I did below in corresponding numbered steps, but you will choose that based on your students’ abilities and needs.
1. What is the social commentary/purpose of each article? Hint: It is the same for both. I had them complete this independently; then we shared in partners and whole group. 
2. Why is this social commentary important? They answered this independently and we did NOT share out. 
3. What methods of persuasion do each use? With this one, we worked on the lists together based on the annotations of the students on their papers and what they thought was persuasive. See the picture of my notes to see some of the ones we listed. I mainly prompted responses by asking something like which techniques in your annotations did you find the strongest choices, that made the article strong?
4. Which proves their social commentary more? Which convinces you more? Only one box marked below. For this they simply chose their favorite article.
5. Why? Include methods of persuasion you found persuasive in the one you chose. Only one box used below. For this step, I told them to select the most powerful from the list in #3 that we created together as a class. These are the features that appealed to them the most. 
6. Create a thesis statement combining your answers to the previous two questions (#4&5). We talked about some possible structures for thesis statements and I reminded them to include what they answered in #5. With student input, I wrote some sentence frames/structures on the board. I have included them in the picture of my copy of the graphic organizer.
7. Brainstorm organizational possibilities about how you could organize your essay. Your first step is to go through the state task description and really make sure they understand all parts of the task and how that will translate in the essay. With this step, we discussed as a whole group some possible ways to organize their essays. Many selected structures they typically use when writing persuasively. I did have to explain why they need to also address the other article and how, even though the prompt isn’t focused on them talking about the other one much, they still need to address it to fulfill the greater objective of the exercise. We talked about that being something like a counterargument/rebuttal in persuasive writing.
8. Now you are ready to write your essay! If this happens at the end of the period, you will collect everyone’s materials to save and pass out during the next class or have them store the materials in another manner. I encourage you to tell them that the writing of the essay and choices they make during the next two days will be theirs to make independent of you but that they will have these materials. If you follow my lead and do a lot of promprting and guiding up until this point, the essay is their chance to really put it all together and do some independent thinking, but of course that is a decision you have to make depending on your students’ needs. Depending on how long it takes your students to complete the graphic organizer, they will begin writing the paper midway in day two or on day three. 

Days two/three and four: For most students, two days for handwriting their rough draft, editing and revising, and typing their final was plenty of time as they had all the prewriting planning, notetaking, etc. already done. Adjust this plan according to your writing practices. Certainly the writing could be done at home or all on the computer if that works for your classes. I am including four student samples from my first run with this task. You will notice that the student who wrote the last sample totally misunderstood the task. So, I would recommend doing check-ins with students as they work to make sure they are on the right track. 
Assessment (Diagnostic, Formative, Summative)
· Formative checks: Chunking the text and then debriefing at these check points, circulating and looking at their annotations/notes, and calling on students during whole class discussions allow for immediate feedback. Checking graphic organizers can assess their essay readiness. Much has been discussed about this in previous sections. As I just noted about the last student sample that shows the student didn’t know he/she was supposed to be comparing the texts and instead wrote about the social issue itself, I would advise being more proactive in monitoring the students’ individual understandings particularly at the end of the introduction unless you are handling it as an assessment without feedback and guidance on purpose as I was. 
·        The summative assessment is obviously the performance assessment, the  
       comparative analysis essay itself. This will be scored with the state rubric. 

Reading Connections: This performance assessment can be connected to any essential question/theme that is linked to a social condition, controversy or historic event. This particular pairing was tied to a unit focused on equality and equity in America. 
Extensions and Connections (for all students)
· Cross-curricular:  This could be positioned to connect to context linked to the historical unit in the same grade level. For example, positioning this to align with when US History classes are discussing Brown v. Board, would have helped to expand the student background knowledge without extra time in class. Working with US History teachers, there could be common primary or secondary sources used.
· If this same essay type was repeated at a later date, guidance would look different. Perhaps the same sort of graphic organizer could be completed independently or in pairs. Showing student samples from this PA could be used as models for students right before they write their second one. 
· Some of the student samples from when I did this PA with my class in 2018 are included in the revised Understanding Scoring aligned to the 2017 framework. You could use those as models before they write their essays especially noting the annotations and scoring as they match up with the rubric. 
Strategies for Differentiation
· Sentence frames/starters will help struggling students frame their opinions in more academic forms. Finding some that relate to including evidence, comparing and contrasting, and persuasion could be most beneficial.  These can particularly support ELs and SWD. These are easily found through a Google search. 

Note: The following pages are intended for classroom use for students as a visual aid to learning.

If you have any questions about this, please feel free to email me at susan.traner@nn.k12.va.us. 


[image: ][This is a picture of the graphic organizer chart I made that lists the eight steps to planning for this essay with space for students to write notes.]
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[This is a picture of the same graphic organizer but with my notes in it that include some of the notes we took together while debriefing each step.]
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[This is a picture of the first article with my notes on it. The lines in the left column between the paragraphs show my chunking choices.]
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[This is a picture of my notes on page one of the second article.]
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[This is a picture of the second page of the second article with my notes on it.]
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[This is a picture of the first student sample essay.]
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[This is a picture of the second student sample essay.]
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[This is a picture of the third student sample essay.]
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[This is a picture of the fourth student sample essay.]
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Comparison of Two Social Commentary Articles about Brown v. Board's Legacy

After annotating the two articles, complete the following chart.

“Brown v. Board of Education: Few Resolutions Are Ever | “How We're stil Failing, 60 Years After Brown v. Board of
Truly Complete” by Jon Meacham Education” by Ronald Brownstein

1. Whatis the social commentary/purpose of each article? Hint: Itis the same for both.

commentary important?

3. What methods of persuasion do each use?

2. Which proves thei

ocial commentary more? Which convinces you more? Only one box marked below.

5. Why? Include methods of persuasion you found persuasive i the one you chose. Only one box used below.

6._Create a thesis statement com!

ing your answers to the previous two questions (#38:5).

7.__Brainstorm organizational possibilities about how you could organize your essay

troduction with thesis

First paragraph:

Last paragraph: Conclusion that answers this question: Why is the social commentary presented in your article
important? (see #2 above)

8. Now you are ready to write your essay!
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Comparison of Two Social Commentary Articles about Brown v. Board’s Legacy

0 articles, complete the following chart.

Truly Complete” by Jon Meach:
1. What is th

“How We're Still Failing, 60 Years After Brown v. Board of
Education” by Ronald Brownstein

s@/purpnse of each article? Hint: It is the same for both.

2. Why is this soci

ial commentary important?

3. What methods of persuasion do each use?
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4. Which proves their social commentary more? Which convinces you more? Only one box marked below.

5. Why? Include methods of persuasion you found p
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6. Create a thesis statement combining your answers to the previous two questions (#48&S5).
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Last paragraph: Conclusion that answers this question: Why is

the social commentary presented in your article
mportant? (See #2 above)

First paragraph: Introduction with thesis ¢ [M&%\U “peia L Ww’)

8. Now you are ready

to write your essay!
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“Brown v. Board of Education: Few Revolutions Are Ever Truly Complete” W{‘W [‘L‘?
By: Meacham, Jon. Time.com. 5/20/2014, p18-18. 1p. Reading Level (Lexile): 1210. (4N: 96136003)

Sixty years since the historic Supreme Court ruling, the work of making equal opportunity real for all
Americans is not over. Yownd / infov Authov's Préubinn 3letut Selools ¢ Vv emtiy?
ﬂaS\n It was supposed to have been a slow news day. Reporters covering the Supreme Court had been told not to
Vack expect very much on Monday, May 17, 1954, when the court's press officer shifted signals. "Reading of the
segregation decisions is about to begin in the courtroom," said Banning E. Whittington, while putting on his
coat and leading a pack of journalists up a flight of marble steps into the chamber, and into history, according to
The New York Times. impact 0f imagery?

It was 1 p.m. when newly confirmed Chief Justice Earl Warren began to read the opinion of the court in Brown_'w, .
vs. Board of Education of Topeka. The key sentence was unpoetic, but it belongs in American seripture as Wi 17

:
) surely as any words of Jefferson's or Lincoln's d@'in the field of public education the doctrine of 'separate but

-

e equal' has no place.” With these words the ican Revolution that had begun in the aftermath of the French
and Indian War on the North American continent in the latterhalf of the 18’th century entered a new and
dazzling phase.

bias

In his important history of the pre- Brown South, the late writer John Egerton brilliantly captured the moment of
Warren's announcement 60 Mays ago. "In the most fundamental way, everything came together around this
court decision, around the issue of race and education," Egerton wrote in his 1994 book Speak Now Against the

Day. italicizg
SHill referring t past

For the past quarter of a century, Americans in general and Southerners in particular had been contending with ({44
one another over rights and privileges and responsibilities, over race and color, caste and class. They might have
I chosen another issue, such as the right to vote, as the primary vehicle for this monumental debate. They might
iz have, but they didn't. Every American citizen had a direct interest in public education; millions of them saw it as
Wr;,the key to the future well-being of their families. The ballot was crucial, without a doubt, but education struck
R“&’every chord on the scale: age, sex, race, religion, occupation, residence, language, nationality.
Bncl 15 ELE A PAVY | MOYE MOV TR
come to mind on this 60}th anniversary. Th@s about thed;fiukl;c‘;’of pgiitics a';ﬁ the
indispensability, in our system of popular government, of at oncﬁcm@ﬂn@:mm@ The
nation was fortunate that Warren was where he was when the crisis of the Brown decision came. As a
politician--a former Republican governor of California and vice-presidential nominee on the 1948 GOP ticket
that lost to President Truman--Warren knew that a unanimous court was essential in such a difficult hour. And
s0 he worked hard behind the scenes to produce a 9-0 decision, work that included bringing around justices
from Alabama and Kentucky. The Brown opinion was the work of a man who respected politics despite its
inherent limitations and frustrations. ~ WY thsac < cifncally?)
R
‘['hoint, and it is related to the first, is that grevolutions are ever truly complet_e:h'he 1954 decision
mepochal it was only the beginning. The following year the court returned with an enforcement decision
gozéf; to make clear that it was quite serious about ending the segregationist order made possible by Plessy v.

Ferguson. And as we all know, the[promise]of lequal opportunity real Jfor all Americans is
not over even now. That's worth remembering on even the slowest of news days.

Lonrects 1o begin ’
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true& db=f6h& AN=96136003 al Mj %Wd ook

© Time Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. No part of this material may be duplicated or redisseminated without
permission.
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&We'm Still Failing, 60 Years After Brown v. Board of Education” MFW e

BY:.B{‘OWnStein, Ronald. National Journal Daily AM. 4/25/2014, p9-9. 1p. Abstract: The article discusses
statistics related .to the education of African Americans, 60 years after the Supreme Court case Brown v.
Board of Education. Reading Level (Lexile): 1340. (AN: 95769532)

Two milestones in the history of American education are converging this spring. The second is reshaping the
legacy oiotlle first. i

o P [ o s g an unepftand Erage
The first|landmark|moment will arrive May 17, with the 60th anniversary of the Supreme Court's Brown v.
Board of Education decision striking down "separate but equal” segregation in public education. The second
watershed]will follow in June, with the completion of what s likely to be the last school year ever in which a
majority of America's K-12 public-school students are white.

That demographic transformation is both reinvigorating and reframing Brown's fundamental goal of ensuring
educational opportunity for all Americans. The unanimous 1954 Brown decision was a enuin in ‘F(M 1o poving
American history. Although its mandate to dismantle segregated public schools initially faced "massive  jovt ‘
resistance” across the South, the ruling provided irresistible moral authority to the drive for legal equality that
culminated in the passage of the Civil Rights and Voting Rights acts a decade later.

24+
Coming nearly 60 years after the Supreme Court had upheld segregation in the 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson
decision, Chief Jus}t,ice Earl Wan-en‘sgf ivging opinion in Brown was the belated midcourse correction tha
America's transformation into a truly multiracial world nation. why not lotfrne?
epift v y diSa ppointmonct
ﬁ;}, @ distinct note ofg‘i:;rglgﬁanmsgm is surfacing as scholars and advocates assess Brown's legacy. "Brown was
[unsuccessful jin its purported mission--to undo the school segregation that pg‘tsisfs as a central feature of
(@™ American public education today," Richard Rothstein, @ib’e{ul educational analyst, declared in a paper
thismonth, L5Sauge Lk Failed tuamimg ne ot Ly on§egegaitn i Gall po@ate wufwnty,
KA foslleen - AL © Gy ot Oty Jouk uiap} SA00LS
! Thaexcessively pessimistic. Jus@m\‘ only about one in seven African-Americans, compared
,,ch with more than one in three whites, held a high schicol degreeXToday,the Census Bureau reports, the share of |
all African-American adults holding high school degrees (85 percent) nearly equals the share of whites (89 endira.
* percent); blacks have slightly passed whites on that measure among young adults ages 25 to ZfA KL‘/;" £
Pl (8 =S

<4

i"&-v only about one in 40 African-Americans earned a college degree. ore than one in five
hold one.

Jucational advances have also keyed other gains, including the growth of a substantial black middle-
class and health gains that have cut the white-black gap in life expectancy at birth by more than half since 1950.
4 ffeven waltig
Yet thany other disparities remain. Whites (especially from more affluent families) still complete college at
Tiich higher rates than African-Americans. That's one reason census figures show the median income for
African-American families remains only about three-fifths that for whites, not much better than in 1967.
'm;; §Hispanics, now the largest minority group, are likewise making clear gains but still trail whites and blacks on

e etated (the key measures of educational attainment, on some fronts substantially. . i
eqpLfmalis gL —go (b s Aty ? ot ssunsveess il mG g
Brown's core mission of encouraging integration can best be defined as unfinished. y civil-rights advocates,

such as Gary Orfield, codirector of the Civil Rights Project at UCLA, argue that after gains through the late
I 1980s, the public-school system is undergoing a "resegregation" that has left African-American and Latino
% * students "experiencing more isolation ... [than] a generation ago." Other analysts question whether segregation
2, N is worsening, but no one denies that racial and economimains daunting: One recent study found
d’i\ that three-fourths of African-Americans and two-thirds of Hispanics attend schools where a majority of the

students qualify as low-income.
-
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d’l"hosnecond b educanonal_milestone riving this spring should recast the debate over the first. From Brown to
e ongoing mative-action debates that the Supreme Court revisited again this week, fairness has been the

ls)uonges.t argument for measures meant to provide educational chances for all. But as our society diversifies,
roadening the circle of opportunity has become a matter not only of equity but also of competitiveness.

The National Center for Educational Statistics recently projected that minorities will become a majority of the
K-12 public-school student body for the first time in 2014--and that majority will steadily widen. As recently as
1997, wlfites represented more than three-fifths of public-school students. This transformation isn't just limited
to a few immigration hubs: Minorities now represent a majority in 310 of the 500 largest public-school districts,

federal statistics show.

fudic

¥
v

iowm -
These minority young people are the nation's future workers, consumers, and taxpayer{ff)nore of them don't If,
obtain the education and training to reach the middle class, the U.S. "will be a poorer and less competitive
society," says Rice University sociologist Steven Murdock, former Census Bureau director under George
Bush and the author of Changing Texas, a recent book on that state's demographic transfonnatimt/;J

eqpoit
The increasing diversity and shrinking white share of America's youth population complicates Brown's original i P
aim of promoting integrated schools. But that change only adds greater urgency to the decision's broader goal of Wity
ensuring all young people the opportunity to develop their talents.

aim b—t The barriers to fulfilling that vision, from family breakdown to persistent residential and educational
200 segregation, remain formidable. The difference is that as our society grows inexorably more diverse, the

consequences of failing to overcome those barriers are rising--for all Americans. "These are realities," says
Murdock, "that we are going to have to live with whether we are left, right, or in between.

- ThuaIFE

http:/search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=f6h& AN=95769532
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Nearly 65 years ago, the Supreme Court made a landmark decision in Brown v. Board of
Education. Since the 60" anniversary of this decision many freelance journalists have written about how
today’s schools are not fully integrated or is still in some way biased against African-American students.
The two journalists I'm writing about are; Jon Meachem with his article titled “Brown v. Board of
Education: Few Revolutions Are Truly Complete” and Ronald Brownstein with his article “How we’re still
failing, 60 years after Brown v. Board of Education.” While they are both well written articles, | have to
pick Ronald Brownstein’s article over the other, and here’s why.

Brownstein’s article claims the spot of my favorite article because of several reasons. However,
what the main reason is the usage of statistics in the article, because that’s one of the things that
enhances the article’s overall comprehensive and overall appeal. The way he uses facts and numbers
like percentages and sources is a way in which suggests he’s trying to support his claims and try and

better convince you. The main reason for this is; people can deny the legitimacy of opinions, but they
can't legitimately deny facts and statistics.

One of the other main reasons why | prefer this article over the other one is the overall tone of
the article. The tone, which not only has a positive connotation to it but also the article convinces us
that we can change this outcome from becoming something negative and abysmal. This is important to
realize of the article because it sends a strong, mental and sometimes verbose meaning to the reader.

The other article written by Jon Meachem has a few reasons why I think it’s the lesser article,
one of which is that it's appallingly short and bland. Blandness in my opinion, is not something an article
should convey, but yet this one does. The article does not give much clarification or substantial evidence
to support the author’s claim, which is much needed. In order to convey a proper article, you need these
things, but this one doesn’t, and that’s why it's my least favorite article.

My overall views on these two articles is that Brownstein’s article has an exemplary multitude of
evidence to support his claims in his article, His methods in his article include but not limited to

statistics, comparison and contrast, visual representation and imagery. But Meachem'’s article has very
few of these concepts thus why his is my least favorite.
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The Comparison of Two Social Commentary Articles about Brown v. Board’s Legacy

Over decades the journey of equality is still not over within education. Minority races,
specifically African Americans, have struggled greatly with trying to overcome the battle of integrated
schools. The trial that started it all, Brown vs. Board of Education, is continuously brought up in schools
and news every day. Numerous social commentary articles flood the internet daily, with some even
going viral. The debate between which one addresses the situation the best is never over. | believe

“How We're Still Failing 60 Years After Brown v. Board of Education,” is the strongest social commentary
because Brownstein uses statistics and dramatic words effectively.

Firstly, Brownstein’s use of statistics truly captivates the audience. The many percentages assure
the reader by laying out bare facts in front of him or her. For example, in the article the author uses
census figures to demonstrate the ratios of different races holding degrees and incomes. Readers are

then able to take that number and compare them to one another. These federal statistics show the
problems of racial and economic isolation.

Secondly, the dramatic words have a lasting effect on the audience. Brownstein sporadically
placed words like “reinvigorating” and “irresistible” are able to provide a deeper meaning that the
reader can attach. They also exaggerate a feeling and grab the reader’s attention. Think of these words

as a decoration or a pop of color within the writing. Without them the article would be dull and
uninteresting. )

On the other hand, the article “Brown v. Board of Education: Few Resolutions Are Ever Truly
Complete,” by Jon Meacham proved excellent points as well. The use of statistics and repetition

provides sufficient evidence and lets the reader in. However, Brownsteins use of expert opinions
outweigh that matter. The experts in “How We're Still Failing 60 Years After Brown v. Board of

Education” are all successful and have lead a good life. From a co-director to an educational analyst,
they both provide ensuring knowledge that isn’t arguable.

All-in-all, 1 believe this social commentary was able to present a problem that people seem to
put on the back burner. Brownstein was able to deliver the importance and urgency of equal education,

He states the consequences of failing to overcome those barriers are rising and that minorities need that

extra step since they will soon become a majority within the world. The broader goal is to make sure all
young people have the opportunity to develop their talents and are given equal chances.
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The last historic supreme court ruling helped change equality for everyone in the United states
including the school board, | believe “how we're still falling, sixty years after the Brown v. Board of
education” is the most informative, rather than “Brown v. Board of education: Few Resolutions are ever
truly complete”. Due to Ronald Brownstein using statistics and uses a counter argument.

Firstly, Ronald Brownstein used statistics in his article which those statistics were based on the
related to education of African Americans educated well. It tells that “the demographic transformation
is both reinvigorating and reframing Brown’s fundamental goal of ensuring educational opportunity” it
shows the pursuing goals of better education for African Americans. Brownstein states that Hispanics in
his article to bring diversity and include everyone, to show its about everyone. Statistics say that African
American adults holding high school degrees eighty-five percent which nearly equals the same share of

whites which is eighty-nine percent. African Americans are slightly beaten by the whites by four percent
which it measured the ages from twenty-five to twenty-nine.

Secondly, Ronald Brownstein upholds Jon Meacham article by using a counter argument to
show both of his points of views on each sides on Brown v. Board of education. Brownstein’s counter
argument showed a distinct note of disenchantment with scolders and advocates assess Browns legacy.
Brown was unsuccessful in his goal to undo the segregation that persists as a central feature of today’s
education, a key person was Richard Rothstein a veteran liberal educational analyst, who declared itin a
paper. Brownstein states that “before Brown, only forty percent of African Americans earned a college

degree. But yet many disparities remain, Whites were still completing college at much higher rates than
African-Americans.

Jon Meacham's article has a flash back in his which show some key information, the flash back is
when newly confirmed chief justice Earl Warren began to read the opinion of the court in Brown v.

Board of education of Topeka. Earl Warren used a key sentence which was something similar to what

Jefferson and Lincoln’s do these were powerful people he stated in the courts opinion of the case which
their words helped fuel the revolutionary war.

Therefore, both Brownstein and Meacham'’s articles showed important points for the Brown v.
board of education court trial, Brownstein showed more points towards why social commentary

important. Was used help change equality for everyone in the United States and the school boards we
have now for today’s schools.
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I believed Brown v. Board of Education is the most persuasive article, because the Author uses
Persuasively and well. Believe it or not this case started off as simple education just for white kids, but
that has change. Now the education is for all race including African American, also use for equal
education rights. The Brown v. Board of Education case was really for African American kids so they can
80 to school with the whites. The education was definitely important to the parents of their community.

Firstly, | believe the education of schools can be diversifying by this case. Also, believed that this
case had help the kids get their education by any means necessary. So by this happening, all African
American will be able to go to the white schools. When this had happened all African American can get

their education. Everyone needs their education to get far in their life. To be honest, this case had kind
of took a turned on people. Change their point of view equal rights.

Furthermore, the case led to some years (Approximately 60 years later to be exact). But in the
article “it was supposed to be a slow news day”. The reporters were covering the Supreme Court had
been too told not to expect very much from them. When this have effected them, they were about to be
surprise. The reading of the segregation decisions was about to begin in courtroom. Even though this

case has been in for 60 years. So that means this should be the ending of segregation. It’s like the
beginning of a new age for everyone.

Clearly, the Supreme Court had finally come to an agreement. The education for African
American has been approve to go to school with the whites. Therefore, since education is for all; all is
equal. While African American is going to schools with the whites, they would equal at times for certain

things. At this time, they went over the trail, then the trail is over for that cause. Segregation had ended
and now whites and African American have equal rights.

All-in-all, the Supreme Court had ended the trial so now everyone is happy and have equal rights.




