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“I had to learn and teach myself”
Slide 3: Jaime, High school student from Fairfax, VA
Audio ClipTranscript:
“How does police brutality affect the perception of law enforcement in African American communities? What I felt was really important was to find those different perspectives and find different stories from different people and see both sides because like I went into it kind of biased being African American and living in some of those areas. I felt that I needed to see- I didn’t just talk to law enforcement to see how they felt about it. So what I decided to do was I went out to southeast D.C., and I interviewed police officers in the area, I’ve interviewed college students, the people who have lived there for like 20 odd years, and uh I just saw the perspectives on how they feel about the law enforcement in their neighborhood. How do people in the neighborhood perceive them? Ever since I could remember it was just, it was always, I sit in a classroom and I am told what to think. Like, I am told this was going to be on a test and I’m told that this is how I’m supposed to do this and this is what I have to learn. 
I had to learn and teach myself, and research myself, and actually find something that I was passionate about, that I cared about, so much, that it made me find my own way and  how I learn. That was one of the biggest things for me. So I had to learn how to interview. Like, I had to learn how to get people to open up to me and tell me their story. So, that was one of the biggest things, like, it was, it was hard.”
