Text-Dependent Questioning: Elementary Level 

	I. Nonfiction Text: Three pages from Save Our Species, published by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
· Nashville Crayfish (p. 5)
· Desert Tortoise (p. 18)
· Mission Blue Butterfly (p. 20)
II. Research Project:  Exploring animals that have become extinct or are in danger of becoming extinct.
III. Poem: The Animals are Leaving by Charles Harper Webb


I. Introduce the Nonfiction Text: 
Questions for the nonfiction text:
1. The Nashville Crayfish “casts off” its older, smaller shell. Reread the text to help you answer this question:
What does it mean to “cast off” something?
A. To create a copy
B. To protect oneself
C. To lose something
D. To gain something

2.  (
When this happens, it grows a bigger shell and 
casts off
 the old one like a snake sheds its skin.
)Read this sentence from the text:


In which sentence is “cast off” used the same way as it is in this sentence?
A. Gary casts off with his new his fishing pole hoping to catch the biggest catfish in the lake.
B. Maria casts off her heavy, winter coat so she could feel the spring sunshine.
C. After following the doctor’s orders, Caitlyn was thrilled that the day came her legs healed and she could finally get her casts off!



3. Click and drag the correct answers to the shaded areas.
Complete these notes.
	How the Nashville Crayfish is Like Other Animals

	

	
Like a Lobster

	
· 

	
Like a Snake

	
· 

	

	
Like a Baby Animal

	
· 



 (
Casting off shell
)				
 (
Tip: Click on the border of 
a
 text box to move it.
) (
Pinching claws
)
 (
Growing body
)


4. Which word is an antonym for hibernate as used in The Desert Tortoise?
A. hunt
B. rest
C. fight
D. awake



5. Click and drag the correct answers to the shaded areas. 
Complete these notes about The Desert Tortoise.
	States Where Desert Tortoises Live

	

	

	

	

	



 (
Utah
)
 (
California
)

 (
Nevada
)

 (
Colorado
)

 (
Idaho
) (
Arizona
)





6. As a caterpillar, how do ants help the Mission Blue Butterfly survive?

A. By making a sweet liquid
B. By sensing danger
C. By protecting it
D. By laying eggs




[bookmark: rp]II. Research Project: Exploring animals that have become extinct or are in danger of becoming extinct.
Guide students to conduct research. In order to facilitate comprehension of the poem, which will take place after this research project, it is necessary to limit the scope of the research to some of the animals listed in the poem. Therefore allow students individually, in pairs, or in groups to conduct research on one or more of the following animals:
	· Arabian ostrich
· Mysterious starling
· Atlas bear 
· Passenger pigeon 
· Waved albatross
· White-bearded spider monkey
· Australian night parrot
	· North Island laughing owl
· Great auk
· Dodo
· Portuguese ibex
· Heath hen
· Raiatea thrush
· Indian (or Asiatic) cheetah
	· Blue buck
· Auroch
· Japanese wolf
· Hawksbill Sea Turtle
· Great Indian rhinoceros
· Ceylon (or Asian) elephant 
· Cape lion



Direct students to develop questions that will guide their research. 
For example: 
· Where is (or was) this animal’s habitat?
· What factors may have caused this animal to become extinct or endangered?
· What made this animal unique?
· When and where was the last most recent sighting of this animal?

Students are expected to use available technology to research, organize, evaluate, and communicate information. In addition to this, students should be encouraged to: 
· Gather images or illustrations of the animal or the animal’s skeletal remains
· Incorporate their writing along with images, charts, maps, and/or graphs within word processing or presentation software
· Evaluate and combine (synthesize) related information from two or more sources 
· Develop notes that include important concepts, summaries, and identification of information sources. An example of an organizing tool can be found here.
· Summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work 
· Prevent plagiarism and its consequences by giving credit to authors when ideas and/or words are used in research 
· Credit resources used. 

It may be beneficial for students to share their research findings with the class as an oral presentation or report.


III. Introduce the Poem: The Animals are Leaving by Charles Harper Webb
The teacher may wish to read the poem aloud to students before presenting the text to students. Some questions may be used as the poem is read aloud, while other items may be more suitable for students to answer while they have direct access to the text. 
Questions for the poem:
E. What is the speaker’s purpose for listing many animals rather than just a few?

F. In the first stanza which words or phrases are figurative language?

G. The speaker repeats a phrase at the beginning of each stanza of the poem. 
· What is this phrase and what is the speaker’s purpose for using this phrase?
· Describe how this phrase contributes to the speaker’s purpose.

H.  In the last stanza the word wowed means: 
a. surprised
b. warned
c. thrilled
d. informed

I.  In the third stanza, school friends that move away are said to “fade out of memory.” What does this phrase mean and how does the speaker connect this idea to the Portuguese ibex and the other animals listed?

J.  What is the speaker’s purpose for naming specific animals in each of four stanzas rather than to list them all at the end of the poem?

Questions for both texts:
1. Review the list of extinct or endangered animals that students studied as a part of the research project. As partners in small groups, or as a class, ask students to consider not only what was lost in the extinction of the animals themselves, but what was lost in nature due to their “leaving”.  Some considerations might be the impact on scenic wildlife, predators or prey, and/or humans.

2. Using information from both texts, write a letter to the president of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums persuading him to include an additional animal or animals in the association’s Species Survival Plan (SSP) Program, a program that decides which animals will receive help from zoos or aquariums. Be sure to mention how people, animals and/or regions of the world would benefit from the proposed animal or animals being included in the program. Key vocabulary from the texts for possible inclusion:

· threatened
· endangered
· extinct
· disappear
· memory
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