SNP Memo  #03-04-06

TO: 

Directors/Supervisors/Contact Person



School Nutrition Programs

FROM:
Catherine Digilio Grimes, M.S., R.D., SFNS



Director, School Nutrition Programs

DATE:

September 24, 2003

SUBJECT:    Hurricane Isabel — Guidance for School Nutrition Programs

Hurricane Isabel has affected many school divisions throughout Virginia.  The School Nutrition staff is available to assist you in any way during the hurricane recovery period.  
1. Milk:  “7CFR 210.10 (l) Milk – (2) Insufficient milk supply.  The inability of a school to obtain a supply of milk shall not bar it from participation in the program and is to be resolved as follows:  (i) If emergency conditions temporarily prevent a school that normally has a supply of fluid milk from obtaining delivery of such milk, the State Agency may approve the service of lunches during the emergency period with an available alternate form of milk.”  

Due to Hurricane Isabel and the possible inability of schools to receive delivery of an adequate supply of fluid milk, schools in Virginia that are within the jurisdiction of localities eligible for assistance under the Presidential Disaster Declaration are permitted to substitute reconstituted non-fat dry milk (NFDM) or reconstituted evaporated milk for breakfast and lunch meals until a sufficient supply of fluid milk becomes available.  

Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) has informed us that shelf stable milk is available from East Side Entrees.  It is a commercial product available through two vendors in Virginia or by direct delivery from the processor.  With USDA Commodity Nonfat Dry Milk on account at East Side, a cost reduction is available. Details must be worked out with your Regional Commodity Manager from VDACS. 

Orders placed this Wednesday may be available/arrive by Friday.

Contacts:

· Local broker Shannon with Eden & Tye cell# (410)-533-7622

· Terri Dennis - Dennis Foods - Ph # (757) 673-3967, cell # (757) 287-5851

· Mike Dehaven - Schenck Foods - Ph # (540) 869-1870 (ext 233)

· EAST SIDE ENTREES - Jeff Rowe - Ph # (516) 682-5494

2. Food Safety: For assistance in determining the safety and wholesomeness of refrigerated and frozen foods that were stored in equipment that lost power due to the hurricane, USDA has published a document entitled Keeping Food Safe in an Emergency.  It can be downloaded at the following web address: http://www.fsis.usda.gov  Go to featured topics and select the article Keeping Food Safe in an Emergency.
3. Accountability: If computerized point-of-sale systems are unavailable due to damage from the storm or power outages, alternate methods of counting meals by category may be used.  Please contact your assigned specialist to discuss methods, such as coded meal rosters or tickets, which may be used on a temporary basis until systems can be restored.  

4. SNP Web: SNPweb was unaffected by the hurricane and is available for school division use. 

The School Nutrition staff is available to assist you in any way during the hurricane recovery period.  Please contact the specialist assigned to your region or the SNP director or associate director for assistance.  

cc: Steve Thomas

