English as a Second Language (ESL) Course Codes - Credit for High School ESL Courses (Revised March 2015)

English as a Second Language (ESL) Course Codes

Grades 9-12 English as ESL courses intended to satisfy English requirements for graduation should have curricula that have been correlated to the Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL) for English grades 9, 10, 11, and 12.  These courses must be taught by “highly qualified” teachers.

Students in such ESL English courses must pass the SOL English: Reading/ Literature/Research and English: Writing end-of-course assessments to earn verified units of credit and satisfy graduation requirements. 

Grades 9-12 ESL courses that are intended to satisfy English, foreign language, and/or elective credits should carry the following course codes:

ESL I – 5710; ESL II - 5720; ESL III - 5730; ESL IV- 5731; ESL V-5732.

Credit for High School ESL Courses

At local discretion, credit for ESL courses may be counted for one of several applications:
1. English credit; or
1. Foreign language credit; or
1. Elective credit for the Standard Diploma or the Advanced Studies Diploma.
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