Word Walls

Pictograms and ideograms have been used to convey meaning through their image for centuries. Something as basic as a drawing can actually help students understand more about his/her world, even when they are unsure on how to pronounce this new word. 
The use of word walls for English Language learners is one of the most effective ways for students to be able to remember new vocabulary learned and to be able to use it in their language every day. When we mention word walls, we don’t only mean the type of lists of words that are handed out to students to learn by sight; we also mean different type of pictorial representations of words. These representations can be done through flashcards with drawings and with letters themselves taking  the shape of the physical object , for example, the letters c,a,n  would be in the shape of a can. These types of word walls can be used to teach words in the content areas such as in Social Studies, Language Arts and even Mathematics. 
Some examples are:
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Many times as ESOL teachers we are asked how to help students with the vocabulary of math without necessarily having to teach the math skills. Chesterfield County provided ESOL teachers with special word walls that would allow us to explain terms in the content area of math.  “The purpose of the Mathematics Word Wall is to identify words and phrases that students need to understand and use so as to make good progress in mathematics. Mathematical language is crucial to children's development of thinking. If students do not have the vocabulary to talk about math concepts and skills, they cannot make progress in understanding these areas of mathematical knowledge.” Weiner, Michele S., The Mathematics Word Wall. 
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