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Context

• Over 48% of students in FCPS 
come from a home where a 
language other than (or in 
addition to) English is 
spoken.

• Approximately 1 in 5 
students in FCPS is an English 
learner.

Students who come from a home 
where a language other than or in 

addition to English is spoken

Total FCPS  Student Population

English Learners



Language Groups: September 2014
Language Number of Students Percent of Total Speakers of a 

Language Other Than or in 
Addition to English

1 Spanish 38,487 43%
2 Arabic 5,900 7%
3 Korean 5,695 6%
4 Vietnamese 5,233 6%
5 Chinese/Mandarin 4,018 5%
6 Urdu 3,394 4%
7 Amharic 2,346 3%
8 Farsi/Persian 1,978 2%
9 Telugu 1,799 2%
10 Hindi 1,691 2%

Other 18,290 21%
Total 88,831 100%



One way we support 

English Learners (ELs) is…



Outcomes

• Explore key considerations in implementing RTI2
• Use WIDA test data to analyze progress in 

English Language development and inform 
instruction 

• Explore considerations in a multi-tiered system 
of support for English Learners

• Reflect on current practices & desired outcomes



SOME

FEW

What is RTI2?



RTI2 Team in Action

• “The focus of solution-seeking teams should 
be to identify and build on student strengths 
and resources when supporting them in the 
areas in which they may experience 
challenges in school.”

- WIDA Consortium, 2013.  “RtI2:  Developing a Culturally and 
Linguistically Responsive Approach to Response to Instruction & 
Intervention (RtI2) for English Language Learners”.



Learning 
Environment 

Factors

Previous 
Schooling 

Factors

Physical and 
Psychological 

Factors

Personal and 
Family Factors

Cross Cultural 
Factors

Oral 
Language/ 

Literacy 
Factors

Academic 
Achievement/ 
Instructional 

Factors

- WIDA Consortium, 2013.  

Key Considerations: 
WIDA’s Seven Integral Factors



Solution - Seeking

WIDA Consortium, 2013.  
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Core

Tier 1  80%

• Collaborative Team
• Program of Studies
• Allocated time
• Data
• Differentiated 

instruction
• Access

Instruction and positive 
behavior support for ALL 
students .





ESOL Services & 
ELD Standards

• Are part of CORE instruction

Individual 
WIDA ELP Data

• Used to plan instruction
• Used to build on student’s linguistic strengths

Flexible Groups
• Based on skill level in each domain

Explicit 
Instruction

• Provided in all domains (reading, writing, 
listening and speaking)

Core Instruction for ELs



The Power of EL Data

• Administrators, 
Instructional Coaches, 
School Testing 
Coordinators and ESOL 
teachers are stakeholders

• Ensure that WIDA data is 
accessible to stakeholders

• Develop an internal 
process to share data with 
school staff



Using WIDA Data
• Analyze and assess progress using WIDA Overall Composite 

Score over time 

• Identify areas for instructional focus by domain (reading, 
writing, listening and speaking)

• Identify areas of strength by domain

• EL Data Portfolio serves as a tool to examine second language 
acquisition progress

• Group students for instruction



Initial WIDA Level Minimum Overall Composite Scale Score 
increase required to demonstrate 

progress

Level 1 29

Level 2 20

Level 3 14

Level 4 10

Level 5 3

VA State Criteria for Growth 
WIDA ACCESS for ELLs®



Maria
Year Composite 

Proficiency 
Level

Composite 
Scale Score 

2010-11 1.9 244

2011-12 2.5 293

2012-13 4.3 336

2013-14 5.2 363Initial WIDA Level Minimum Overall Composite
Scale Score change required to 

demonstrate progress

Level 1 29

Level 2 20

Level 3 14

Level 4 10

Level 5 3



Progress over time
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Domain Analysis
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Progress Analysis by Domain 
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Individualized 
Performance Definitions



Individualized Can-Do Descriptors



Tier 1: Key Considerations for ELs

• Create a meaningful 
context

• Integrate  language 
development 

• Connect personal 
experiences and 
classroom tasks

• Develop language and 
vocabulary



Solution-Seeking 
Team Simulation

Examine Maria’s data with 
your team.  
• What might your 

questions be?
• What might your 

recommendations be?



“If a culturally and linguistically 
responsive Tier 1 learning environment 
has been created for all students, 
including ELLs, only a small percentage of 
students would need to receive Tier 2 
support in any given area or for any 
given need.”

WIDA Consortium, 2013.  “RtI2:  Developing a Culturally and Linguistically Responsive 
Approach to Response to Instruction & Intervention (RtI2) for English Language Learners”.



Universal Screening
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- WIDA Consortium, 2013.  

Key Considerations: 
WIDA’s Seven Integral Factors



Screening – WIDA Data



Targeted

Tier 2  
10-15%

• CLT + RI Core Team
• Core + up to 30 extra 

minutes
• 2 to 3 times per week
• Progress monitoring 

occurs a minimum  of 
every 2 weeks

Strengthens basic academic  
and/or behavioral skills for 
students not responding to 
core.



Intensive

Tier 3 
1-5%

• RI Core Team
• Core + up to 45 extra 

minutes
• 4 to 5 times per week
• Progress monitoring 

occurs weekly

Students with significant 
needs receive multiple 
supports and intensive 
instruction.



Solution - Seeking



Multiple Data Sources to 
determine learning target

WIDA Data

Formative 
Assessments

Anecdotal 
notes

Running 
Records

Performance 
based 

assessments



Assessment Tools



Tier 2 and 3 Intervention
Progress Monitoring Informs:
• Duration of the intervention
• Effectiveness of the intervention*
• Flexible grouping
• Implementation with fidelity

Progress monitoring occurs: 
• Tier 2: Every two weeks
• Tier 3: Every week

*Consider the effectiveness of intervention with “true 
peers”



Continued Tier 2 and 3:
Key Considerations for ELs

1. Ensure accessibility 
2. Address learning and English language 

development 
3. Target a specific skill
4. Implement the intervention with fidelity
5. Monitor for progress



Tier 2 and 3:
Key Considerations for ELs

6. Examine reliability and validity with true peers
7. Evaluate student’s response to the intervention 

in terms of English Language Development
8. Connect core instruction and the intervention



Judy
Year Composite 

Proficiency 
Level

Composite 
Scale Score 

2010-11 4.1 325

2011-12 4.6 352

2012-13 4.3 343

2013-14 3.5 341Initial WIDA Level Minimum Overall Composite
Scale Score change required to 

demonstrate progress

Level 1 29

Level 2 20

Level 3 14

Level 4 10

Level 5 3



Progress over time



Judy – Progress by Domain



Judy – Domain Analysis



Judy – Can Do Descriptors



Judy - Can Do Descriptors: Next Level



Solution-Seeking 
Team Simulation

Examine Judy’s data with 
your team.  
• What might your 

questions be?
• What might your 

recommendations be?



Reflecting on RTI2 for ELs

• Please jot a message on a sticky note:
– Was the session what you expected?
– How might you apply this information in your 

setting?
– What would you like to remember from today’s 

conversation?



Thank you!

• Karen Kleiber khkleiber@fcps.edu
• Darina Walsh dlwalsh@fcps.edu

Fairfax County Public Schools, VA
www.fcps.edu

mailto:khkleiber@fcps.edu
mailto:dlwalsh@fcps.edu
http://www.fcps.edu/
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